List of environmental issues 

	Headings
	Comments and questions

	Sourcing materials

High environmental impact (bad)

Low environmental impact (good)
	What is the impact of mining or growing the raw materials from which the product is made?  Are any renewable or recycled materials used?  How many different materials are used? If recycled, is this better than using ‘virgin’ materials?  Are food products organically grown? Think about the materials, the energy used and toxic emissions (pollution).

	Manufacturing
High environmental impact (bad)

Low environmental impact (good)
	What is the impact of the manufacturing process?  What source of energy is used?  Is it renewable?  What other materials are used in the manufacturing process?  What happens to any waste?  Are there toxic emissions?  Are materials, energy and pollution kept to a minimum?

	Distribution and sale
High environmental impact (bad)

Low environmental impact (good)
	Simply getting the product from the farm or factory to the place it will be used has an environmental impact.  What are the environmental impacts of packaging, storage, transport, selling in shops, and getting it to where it will be used? Is it produced locally? Think about the materials used in any packaging, how many layers of packaging are used, the energy used and toxic emissions (pollution) resulting from transport and storage.

	Use
High environmental impact (bad)

Low environmental impact (good)
	Often the greatest environmental impact of a product comes from actually using it.  Cars and planes, for example, use more fossil fuels and cause more pollution during their lifetimes than they do when being made. Think about the materials, the energy used and toxic emissions (pollution). Consider whether the product has been designed for long life. Can components be replaced easily? Is the product easy to repair or service?

	Disposal
High environmental impact (bad)

Low environmental impact (good)
	Too many products are thrown away at the end of their useful lives.  They often end up in landfill sites, and can ultimately cause pollution. There are alternatives.  After the product has been used, it can sometimes be reused (such as milk bottles that are collected, washed and sterilised, and then reused).  The product can be recycled.  For this to be possible, the product has to be designed for disassembly. Plastic bottles can be turned into fleeces, metal cans can be melted down and the steel or aluminium recycled.  Some household waste can be made into compost and used as fertiliser.  Waste can be burned and the heat generated used to make electricity.  But beware!  Effective recycling depends on being able to sort the materials.  And recycling is not always the most sustainable option: this will depend on the energy used in recycling and the toxic emissions caused.  Is the product reusable or materials easily identified and recyclable?
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