List of economic issues

	Headings
	Comments and questions

	Fewer jobs now (bad)

(over whole life cycle)
More jobs now (good)
	Developing, making, using and disposing of a new product will have an impact on jobs.  For example, when electricity replaced the gas lamp to light homes and streets many people’s jobs disappeared (people who lit the street lamps, gas mantle manufacturers).  But new jobs appeared.  Many modern products are manufactured by computer controlled systems (CAM), resulting in the loss of jobs for skilled workers in factories.  What is the effect of the product on employment?  Are the new jobs better or worse than the ones they are replacing?  Think about the whole life cycle of the product.

	Fewer jobs in the future (bad)

(over whole life cycle)
More jobs in the future (good)
	Can you ask the same questions (in the box immediately above), but this time thinking about the long-term impact on employment?

Again, think about the whole life cycle of the product.

	Workers exploited (bad)

(over whole life cycle)

Product is fair-traded (good)
	Many products that we buy are manufactured by people who are badly paid and who work in poor conditions.  Trade unions can help to get better pay and conditions, but in many places workers are not allowed to join a trade union.  At the other end of the scale there are fair-traded products.  Here everyone involved is properly paid, enjoys safe working conditions and often some of the profits are re-invested in the community, paying for health services, education or training.  It is not just production that is important – you need also to consider the impact of sourcing materials, transport, use and disposal.  How would you rate this product in this context?

	Inefficient use of resources (bad)

(over whole life cycle)

Super-efficient use of resources (good)
	Many products are highly inefficient.  Too much material is used.  Too much energy or water is used in their manufacture or use.  Producing and using them can cause pollution.  This all makes the product more expensive.  Good, sustainable design achieves ‘more with less’ – less materials, energy and toxic emissions.  Thinking about the whole life cycle, how would you rate this product?

	Product cannot be made and sold at a profit

(over whole life cycle)

Product can be made and sold at a profit
	A product that sells at less than it costs to make is not sustainable – unless it is subsidised.  For example, in some countries the price of basic food is kept down by the state giving money (subsidies) to the manufacturer.  Or public transport might be subsidised to keep fares down for passengers.  These subsidies are paid from taxes. Alternatively the product (like a printer for a computer) might be sold at less than cost, but the company makes its profits through selling ‘consumables’ (ink cartridges). A more sustainable product is one that can be made and sold at a profit to the manufacturer.  Does this product rely on subsidies?  Does the product give rise to services (e.g. maintenance, or at end of life) that can be run profitably?
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